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Introduction
This is the application form for persons seeking to stand as Open Party candidates.
Before you begin
This application form is to be completed with reference to the Candidate information pack (‘the CI Pack’).  Please ensure you have read and are familiar with the CI Pack before completing this application form.  
Completing application form
Please complete every section.  If you cannot complete a section, please ensure you provide a comprehensive explanation at the end of the application form.  
This document is an editable form word document.  Please tab through the sections to complete or move your cursor to the beginning of any field.  Please note that if you click outside an editable area the document will jump to the next editable area.
Sending to us
Once complete, please sign and date the form.  You may do this electronically or print it out and sign as a hard copy.  If you wish to post the application form, please send it to:
The Open Party
Distil Somerset
Kilver Court
Shepton Mallet
BA4 5NF

Please email us to let us know you have sent it.  You may wish to send it recorded delivery.
If you wish to send it electronically to us, please email it to candidate.liaison@openparty.uk
We will acknowledge receipt of your application within 48 hours.  If you have not had confirmation, please get in touch.
Questions
If you have any questions about this form, we are here to help.  Please contact: candidate.liaison@openparty.uk



Application Form
[bookmark: _Election][bookmark: _Toc213514463]Election to contest
The election you are applying to contest as an Open Party candidate is:
	[bookmark: GeneralElection]General election
	2026 Senedd Cymru / Welsh Parliament

	[bookmark: ElectionDate]Election date
	7th May 2026

	Constituency
	Casnewydd Islwyn


[bookmark: _Toc213514464]Your personal details
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.12o40yfsggd1]Title      
	[bookmark: Text1]     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.oekbb7hija8h]First Name      
	[bookmark: Text2]     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.5tb7zlsspvg1]Middle names[footnoteRef:1]       [1:  Full name is required for identification purposes] 

	     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.mqocr74b7jq6]Surname      
	     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.kf9sor380oai]Address      
	     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.k4wok51n8qrl]Post Code      
	     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.nu3smff1u7nx]Date of birth      
	     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.wj8pazcyvklj]Phone number    
	     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.mw86vf1931du]Email address    
	     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.f1lhro5z8awz]Next of kin[footnoteRef:2]    [2:  Next of kin is for emergency contact purposes] 

	     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.eok44qrjljgn]Next of kin phone number      
	     



[bookmark: _Toc213514465]Legal eligibility to stand
We need to clarify your legal eligibility to stand as a candidate.  Considering this carefully protects the public from supporting someone who ultimately cannot be elected, protects us and importantly protects you, as it can be a criminal offence to stand when you are not legally eligible.
Due diligence
[bookmark: Check1]|_|	I confirm that I have fully considered my eligibility to stand and hold office as an MS.  My review has included the Candidate Information Pack, plus my own independent enquiry.  I have taken all advice I consider necessary.  I understand that standing for election when not qualified, or disqualified, can be a criminal offence and that the decision to stand is my responsibility.
My eligibility
|_|	I confirm my legal eligibility to stand as a candidate in the general election at this time and my expectation that this status will not change between now and the Election Date.
Evidence of eligibility[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Evidence will vary from person to person but will typically be satisfied by a verified copy of your passport and confirmation letter from your local authority that you are a registered voter.  We will request the information following review of your application, you do not need to provide it at this stage.] 

|_|	I confirm I will supply evidence to support my eligibility to stand.

The enquires below are to help us establish if there are any potential issues that need investigating regarding your legal eligibility to stand for election.  Please note that they are not exclusions in their own right, but form part of our due dilligence.
Age
|_|	I am currently 18 years or over.
[bookmark: bookmark=id.wat44p5updsj]Citizenship status[footnoteRef:4]  	      [4:  Citizenship status is needed for legal eligibility to stand] 

[bookmark: Citizenship]|_|	My citizenship status is  
[bookmark: bookmark=id.8858dvgb9wf0]Residency[footnoteRef:5]       [5:  Legally you must be a registered voter in Wales ] 

[bookmark: bookmark=id.lkug8r2u9w0p]|_|	I am currently a registered voter within the constituency of 
	[bookmark: Text3]     



Disqualifications
|_|	I do not hold any public office[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Disqualifications include but are not limited to Judges, Civil servants, Members of the regular armed forces, Members of a police force, Member of the staff of the Senedd.] 

|_|	I have not received any court orders in relation to bankruptcy.
[bookmark: Check2]|_|	I have not been convicted of any offence with a sentence of imprisonment.
|_|	I have not been convicted of any offence of illegal electoral practice.
|_|	I have never been subject to a notification order under Part 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003.
|_|	I do not intend to stand for election in any other constituency than Casnewydd Islwyn in the 2026 Welsh Senedd elections.
|_|	I am not an MP, MSP, member of the House of Lords, or existing County or County Borough Council member.
|_|	There is no office I hold that would require me to resign from should I be elected.
Please provide information regarding the above if you are not able to make the confirmatory statement.
[bookmark: Text4]     

[bookmark: _Toc213514466]Other disclosures
We request that you make us aware of certain personal details that may impact you standing for elected office, other than legal eligibility.  These would not necessarily prohibit you from standing, but it is important that we are aware so that: i)  We can make a fair assessment regarding any risk of bringing the Open Party into disrepute and ii) Help us to protect you regarding potential public exposure.  Please review the disclosure subjects below:
|_|	I have not been subject to any criminal conviction (civil or military, UK or abroad), including spent convictions, cautions, or ongoing investigations.
|_|	I have not been subject to censure, dismissal, suspension, or refusal of entry to any profession, regulatory body finding, or public criticism in a professional capacity.
|_|	I have not been subject to any adjudication of bankruptcy (current or past), Individual Voluntary Arrangement, or debt relief order.
|_|	I have not been subject to any civil or criminal judgment, including County Court judgements, fines, or injunctions.
|_|	I have not been subject to any civil or criminal liability for fraud, misfeasance, or negligence in managing any company or organisation.
|_|	I have not been involved (as director/shareholder) in a company that was wound up, entered administration, or made creditor arrangements without full repayment — during or within 1 year after your role.
|_|	I have never been a member of an organisation, or otherwise associated with one, that is a proscribed organisation under the Terrorism Act 2000, or similar UK legislation. 
|_|	I have not been subject to any current, threatened, or potential legal action linked to the above matters.
|_|	There is no material reason to consider that the above issues may apply to me in the future.
Please provide information regarding the above disclosures if you cannot make the confirmatory statement in any instance.
     
[bookmark: _Toc213514467]Reputational Risk
Is there any matter in your private or public life, past or present, that could harm your ability to stand for election and hold elected office by way of negative public opinion.  Is there any matter that may bring the Open Party into disrepute by association with yourself.  Examples include, but are not limited to: social media history, memberships or associations, media stories, or personal conduct.

|_|	None of the above apply to myself and I consider that I do not pose any reputational risk in any form to the Open Party.
Or, please provide information below regarding potential reputational risks.
     
[bookmark: _Toc213514468]Political affiliation
We are open to everyone, regardless of political ideology or affiliation.  We do not as a rule exclude persons from standing who are past or current members of another political party.   However, we do need to understand and assess the context of someone standing for the Open Party who is associated with another political party.
|_|	I am not, and never have been, a member of any other UK registered political party.
Or, please provide information below regarding your political affiliation.
     

[bookmark: _Toc213514469]Background research
We need to get to know each other as hopefully we will be in a long and fruitful relationship.  We are happy to tell you about us, and we need to conduct appropriate and reasonable research on yourself.  This is to protect both the party and you.  Unless there are extenuating circumstances, we will always obtain your consent before commissioning any third party research.
|_|	I consent to the Open Party conducting research on my background internally.
|_|	I consent to the Open Party to commission third party research on me with my prior approval.
|_|	I give consent for the Open Party to commission a social media presence report that may highlight any sensitive historical social media posts.  
|_|	I consent to the Open Party to obtain a DBS[footnoteRef:7] check on myself. [7:  UK Government Disclosure & Barring Service - https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/disclosure-and-barring-service ] 

Please provide information regarding the above requests if you do not provide consent.
     

[bookmark: _heading=h.pi2maiso0j8u]
[bookmark: _Toc213514470]Code of Conduct
We have people of all different ideologies participating in the Open Party.  We want it to be a space where people can be true to themselves, but also a place where everyone behaves reasonably.  We seek to apply the principles of freedom of speech, respect for others and tolerance of others in balance.  To help this objective we have a code of conduct.
|_|	I have read and agree to abide by the Code of Conduct (as amended from time to time)
[bookmark: _Toc213514471]Party Rules
Like any organisation we have a set of rules to enable the Party to operate.
|_|	I have read and agree to abide by the Party Rules (as amended from time to time)

[bookmark: _Toc213514472]Nomination
We require your application to stand as an Open Party candidate to be endorsed by two referees.  We send your application to these people (This can be subject to redactions of sensitive matters as agreed between yourself and us).  We ask the people to confirm:
1)  That they know no reason why the information that you have provided is inaccurate.
2)  That they know no other reason which may damage or prohibit you from standing as a candidate for election to the Senedd.
Please note that we do not require a subjective reference with the referee giving their opinion about you, or why you would be a good person to stand.  The reference is technical only, providing comfort from third parties as to the statements you have made to us.  The referees must be registered to vote in the UK.
|_|	The persons below have advised of their willingness to be contacted by the Open Party and provide a confirmatory reference as described above.  I have authorised them to provide such reference.
I request that the sections mentioned below in my application are redacted.
     


	Referee 1
	

	Name      
	     

	Address
	     

	Phone      
	     

	Email      
	     

	Nature of relationship with myself      
	     

	
	

	Referee 2
	     

	Name      
	     

	Address
	     

	Phone      
	     

	Email      
	     

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.vmie2hakcqnn]Nature of relationship with myself      
	     





[bookmark: _Toc213514473]Declaration
|_|	I have completed all sections of this application form,
or
I have not completed the following sections for the following reasons.

     


|_|	The information in the application is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

I hereby apply to become a candidate for the Open Party to contest the Welsh Parliament Senedd Cymru general election in 2026 for the constituency of Casnewydd Islwyn.

	Signature
	



	Name
	[bookmark: Text7]     

	Date
	[bookmark: Text6]     
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